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sunny and essentially major and optimistic mind
was, in truth, ill at ease in the sombre tragic night
of early Northern civilization; while Ibsen, always
prone to see life from its darker side, possessed the
" open Sesame" to it. His cold, cruel eyes were
able to understand men and things of the old time
more clearly as they were. The Warriors at Helgeland,
although Bjornson and his friends could not see it,1
was a far more significant step towards the consum-
mation they had both passionately at heart, the libera-
tion of the Norse National Theatre from the leading
strings of Denmark, than anything yet written.
Ibsen used to be accused by his critics of having,
unnecessarily, and to the disadvantage of his work,
departed from the familiar story of Sigurd and Bryn-
hild in the Volsungasaga ; of having warped the saga
by introducing into it alien motives and details. It
was deplored that he should have wilfully thrown
away the opportunity of writing a Nibelungen drama
which might have borne comparison with the great
German dramas of Hebbel and Wagner. But to
write such a drama was at no time Ibsen's intention.
His Sigurd is not Sigurd Favnesbane, and his
tlcBrmcBndene paa Helgeland is no Nibelungen drama.
Rather is it a skilfully woven dramatization of a
number of Norse family sagas, to which the Vol-
sungasaga was merely contributory. If Ibsen aban-
doned the mellifluous beauty of the Romantic drama,
he put a new and very precious thing in its place:
namely, clear-cut, convincing character-drawing; he
peopled his work with personalities who, although
without the polite varnish of civilization, were yet
instinct with modern life. The bridge which Hettner
had demanded was here thrown from the past to
the present; the continuity of the nation's life
1 How distasteful all Ibsen's early work was to Bjornson is now clear
from his correspondence with the Danish critic, Clemens Petersen. (Cp. for
example, Bjomstjerne Bjornson, Brw. Forste Samling, Gro-Tid. Brev fra
arene 1857-70. utg. av H. Koht, Kristiania, 1912, I, p. 54 ([November]
1857) pp. 75-6 (March jth, 1859).

